[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR LITTLEFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

November 9, 2017   TIME: 7:00 PM

  Meeting called to order by Damien Henning, Supervisor.  Present: Dean Morford, Trustee, Katie Derrohn, Trustee, Kim Shomin, Treasurer, and Sondra Festerling, Clerk. Guests: Art Drayton, Trey Shomin, and Paul Mooradian.

  Consent Agenda: Item #13 Sewer Authority Report was removed from the Consent Agenda.  #3 Regular Meeting Minutes 10/3/17, #5 Budget Adjustments: Adjust General Fund Budget- Oden Parks Account #101-956 to $12,000.00 from General Fund- fund balance, and General Fund Budget- Legal & Professional Account #210-808 to $70,000.00 from General Fund- fund balance. #6 Approval of Bills: $61,997.13, #9 Blight Enforcement- None, #10 Management Authority Report: In Packet, #11 Assessor’s Report: None, #14, and Library Board Report: In Packet were all entered into the Consent Agenda and declared Adopted.

  Financial Report: K. Shomin reported: General Fund Checking $22,238.11, Sewer Fund Checking $51,961.71, Fire Fund $3,467.40, Tax Account $17,047.09, Cemetery Savings $8,001.02, and Oden Light Savings $3,189.65.
  Fire Board Report:  Minutes and Financials were received.  Art Drayton reported that they have already started working on the budget for next year.  Art shared with the Township Board the certificate of special tribute to the whole department from State Senator Lee Chatfield.  Art also stated each of the firemen received a personal certificate also.   D. Henning reported that a Jaws of Life Contract was received from Emmet County.  There was confusion as to the contract that was received since multiple board members and Art remembered a contract was already signed this year and a new one shouldn’t be needed.  D. Henning stated that the contract he just received was for the 2017 Jaws of Life Contract year and that we would need to compare the dates on the last contract that was signed to this new one. Art stated he would have to pull the signed contract to verify what year it was for.  K. Shomin made the Motion to execute the 2017 Jaws of Life Contract after it is validated that we haven’t already signed the contract for 2017. Second by K. Derrohn, Carried 5 Yes, 0 No.  
Planning & Zoning:  
  Case PPUD17-002: A request by Wheres Walda LLC on property owned by W. & D. McMaster for a PUD rezoning on vacant property located directly north of Louie’s Market. The property is currently zoned R-2 General Residential.  The Township Planning & Zoning Committee voted to deny this case because it would look like spot zoning.  This case did go before the County Planning & Zoning and they tabled it asking the Township to re-visit the case.  This case will come before our Township Board at the Regular December Meeting.

K. Derrohn reported that since the Regular Planning & Zoning meeting in December would land on the 25th, next months meeting will be changed to December 18th if there is a case to be heard.

  Sewer Authority:  D. Morford reported the Sewer Authority has been working on next years budget and it looks like the rates will only go up around 1%.  D. Morford commented that with that increase we wouldn’t have to increase our sewer rates to our customers yet.  The Authority is also going into negotiations with the union. Depending on the outcome of those meetings it might change the increase by fractions.  D. Henning made the comment that it is impressive that our sewer rates haven’t changed in over 10 years which is something to be proud of.  K. Derrohn stated it would be nice that when we do have to increase the rates down the road we keep the increase under $1.00 so it is not so shocking to the customers.  K. Derrohn asked D. Morford if all of our substations are up-to-date. D. Morford said they are gradually updating the grinder pumps. Next year 4 of our grinder pumps will be updated and within 3 years all of them will be done.  The cost to update the pumps is only around $500 to $600.00 per pump which is a small amount.  

 Unfinished Business:
  Joint Rec. Plan: A survey has been created for the joint Recreation Plan.  The survey is called: Alanson/Littlefield Parks and Recreation Survey.  The Township Newsletter that is going out with the winter tax bills will advertise the link for residents to go out to on the internet and fill out and it will also be on our Township Website.  There will also be hard copies of this survey in the Alanson Public Library for people who don’t use on-line services.  K. Derrohn did ask if survey question # 9 could add Pickleball to the list of specific types of recreational activities.  D. Henning said he will have them add it. 

  Oden Memorial Park: The transfer of ownership has been approved by the State but they are finishing the last few steps before the paperwork is drawn up. 

  Grants Updates:  The Development Grant for Admirals Pointe has been fully expedited by the State of Michigan, and the Acquisition Grant for Blumke to Milton Rd. project has been expedited as well. 

  Trails-Root Cutting Project:  Jeff Winegard from the Trails Council sent out an email stating there is a trail enthusiast that has pledged to match ½ of the cost for the root cutting project.  The bid from 5H Irrigation came in at $800.00 per mile as long as 20+ miles along the Little Traverse Wheelway and the Northwestern State Trail are done. The Trail Council proposes that the cost be projected to $900.00 per mile to cover grinding down any of the root pop-ups etc.  Littlefield Township’s section of trail is 3.42 miles.  D. Henning made a Motion that Littlefield Township appropriate up to $2,500.00 for the purpose of cutting/grinding the roots out of Littlefield Townships section of the Northwestern State Trail, and we make that commitment to the Trails Council. Second by K. Derrohn, Carried 5 Yes, 0 No.  D. Morford did bring up that it might be beneficial to have miss-dig verify the lines that may be in the way of the root cutting.  D. Henning will incorporate a comment to Jeff Winegard about checking with miss-dig for any possible lines that could be compromised with the root cutting.

  Oden Park House: The asbestos siding has been removed from the house.  The house will be winterized so the heat can be turned off, but the electric will still be on since that is what feeds the gazebos light. We will revisit what to do with the house going forward in the Spring.

New Business:
  Tipp of the Mitt Watershed Council: The Watershed Council held a meeting back in September to discuss and share information about the Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) that is found in Crooked River.  They also wanted to explore potential partnership opportunities to treat the EWM.  D. Henning did attend this meeting and provided the minutes from this meeting.  A map of the locations where the EWM has been found was provided.  The Watershed Council is going to try and come up with a cost of what will diminish or cut back the EWM from the river.  At this time the previously talked about control method of using weevils is no longer available, so chemicals are the only treatment method.  There was a gentleman from CAKE CISMA at the meeting that talked about a cost share program they have in place. To battle the EWM, CAKE would pay 50% of the cost for the herbicide treatment with the remaining cost being shared by all participants in the affected area.  CAKE will get bids to battle the EWM and will provide all collected bids with their recommendations to the affected participants in a future meeting.


Miscellaneous:   
  LAMA Joint Meeting:  The Joint Meeting for LAMA with the Village of Alanson and Littlefield Township Boards will be held December 11, 2017 starting at 6:30PM.  One of the items that might be brought up will be the Library Board’s request to have LAMA consider installing blackout blinds in the hall because when they use the hall the Librarian has to cover the windows to make it easier to see the overhead.  It is felt by members of the Township Board that the cost to put in blackout blinds is not an expense for LAMA since it is not an expense that LAMA needs to incur to run the hall.  If the Library would consider a 50% cost sharing to install blinds, but the blinds become the property of LAMA- the Township might consider blinds.

Medical Marihuana- Township Law E-Letter:  Frank Foster was going to be at tonight’s meeting and talk about Medical Marihuana during Public Comment. but he has not shown up as of yet. The Michigan Bureau of Medical Marihuana Regulation provided direction on upcoming rules and regulations surrounding this topic.  As of right now there has been 7 Townships that have done resolutions against medical marihuana.  It was discussed that with almost ½ of the townships opting out already it will only bring more pressure to the ones who haven’t done anything.  It is felt that we need to keep doing our due diligence to be informed of all the possibilities before we as a township make a final decision.  The Option to say no later is a benefit to the township’s that do want to be educated better on this topic. 

 Clerks Agenda: The Election turnout was better than what I thought was going to happen.  We had a total of 167 voters for the day.  If it wasn’t for breaking my foot during the Election, I would have deemed the day being a complete success.  The new machines proved to be easy to use and worked beautifully.  
  Due to my broken foot and not being able to drive or place weight on my foot, I doubt I will be able to go to the MTA conference I paid for in St. Ignace.  I will try to get the cost back from MTA. 


Regular Meeting was adjourned @ 8:40PM by D. Henning


Sondra Festerling, Clerk

